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Welcome to the 2019 pre-camp devotions! Thank you for taking the time to complete these devotions 
over the course of the week or so leading up to camp. We have a couple of goals for these devotions. One 
goal is to unite us as staff at Camp Nathanael by having us study the same material before we begin the 
summer together. Another is to prepare you as an individual for the summer and bring your hearts before 
God for the summer ahead. Finally, we want to stress the importance of a personal relationship with Jesus 
Christ, and give you some resources to begin or continue a meaningful devotional time with him on a 
daily basis. Work through this guide one day at a time over the 8 days leading up to camp, before training 
starts on June 9. 
 
For this devotional we will be going most of the way through the book of James. The book of James was 
written by James the brother of Jesus (not James the disciple.) James did not believe in Jesus during his 
earthly ministry, but after the resurrection, Jesus appeared to him and James became an important leader 
in the early church. This letter was written to Jewish Christians and much of its content is dedicated to 
advice on practical matters about how to live as a Christian. Its overall theme is about the importance of 
truly living and acting in a way that reflects Jesus not simply talking the talk. 
 
Intro: (or Day 1) 
 
Each of the following days of devotions will include a passage of scripture to read, a few prompting 
questions to reflect on, and a few things to pray about. Whether you’re new to spiritual disciplines or 
you’ve had a regular devotion time for years, read through these verses and descriptions and remind 
yourself of how and why God wants us to approach him, so that you can best use this devotional to get to 
know God and prepare for camp. For the first day, read through the following verses and pieces of advice 
about how to pray, read, and reflect during your quiet time with God. 

• For your Prayer times: 
o Read: Proverbs 15:8, James 5:16 
o Remember that in Christ we have been made righteous, and your prayers delight God 

(Prov. 15:8). He gladdens every time he hears your voice! During your prayer times for 
this devotional simply speak out loud or in your mind what is on your heart and what you 
want God to do. It will bless His heart to hear you come before him honestly and openly.  

o **Tip: Leave time in your prayers to meditate on the Bible and to listen for God to 
respond to you 

• For your Reading times: 
o Read: Isaiah 55:10-11 
o Every time that you read the bible remind yourself that you are approaching the very 

words of the God of the universe! His words will accomplish what he sent them to do. 
Ask God to speak to you and change you through his words 

• For your Reflection/Application times: 
o Read: James 1:22-25 
o As you reflect on the passages of Scripture that you read each day, think about what the 

passage tells you about God, about us and about how God wants us to live. Then 
remember that God wants us to do what the Bible says, not simply read it. What does the 
passage mean for you today, tomorrow, and in the future? Think about how you could 
apply what the passage says at camp this summer. 

o **Tip: Consider writing down applications so that you can remember them throughout 
the summer and look back at how things have gone since  



o Note: The listed applications are only examples and suggestions. Feel free to use them or 
respond in whatever way God leads you. 

Apply: What is one idea or one attitude you can keep in mind for the next 7 days of devotions? 
  
Day 2 
Pray:  
Read: James 1:1-18 
Reflect: What do you notice the most in this passage? What does this observation teach you about God, 
yourself, or how God wants you to live? Reread verses 5-7. What is one area at camp that you struggled 
with last year or that you anticipate being difficult this year? Consider asking God for wisdom in that area 
for camp this year. 
Apply: How can you apply what you learned to your life today, tomorrow and/or at camp this summer? 
____________________________ 
Pray: Ask God for wisdom for the upcoming camp year. 
 
Day 3 
Pray: Ask God to speak to you through Scripture today. Ask God for wisdom in the area you identified 
yesterday. 
Read: James 1:19-27 
Reflect: Do you struggle with anger (v.19-20)? Do you struggle to “do what [God’s Word] says” (v.22-
25)? Do you struggle to “keep a tight rein on your tongue” (v. 26)? If you’re like me, all of these convict 
me to some degree. Reread the section(s) that you need to hear the most, and ask God to help change you 
from the inside out. 
Apply: What one thing can you change or do based on what you read today?  
Pray: Ask God to give you strength to follow through with your desire to change. (Or maybe even take a 
step back and ask God to give you a desire to change if you need that first.) 
 
Day 4 
Pray: Open by talking with God about the one thing that you’ve thought about the most today or lately, 
whether it’s something enjoyable, worrisome, sinful, or something else. Ask God to draw you closer to 
him through the devotional today. 
Read: James 2:1-13 
Reflect: Do you show favoritism? Where? When? Next time you find yourself ignoring or looking down 
on a certain type of person, remind yourself of John 3:16. Remember that Jesus died for that person and 
considers them worth going to the cross for. Camp is no different than home in that you will struggle to 
get along with everyone you meet, but always strive to put on Christ’s love, grace and fairness in the 
midst of it. 
Apply: Find a verse like John 3:16, or Eph. 2:8-10 that you can remind yourself of when you start to get 
down on someone around you. - or - Spend some time meditating on God’s grace to you - or -  Find an 
application of your own for today’s devotional.  
 
Day 5 
Pray: Ask God for wisdom to understand his word, and for a humble heart to listen to what he says 
Read: James 2:14-26 
Reflect: “Faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead (v. 17).” In these verses God shows 
that he feels very strongly about hypocrisy. Is there an area of your life where you have refused to give 
God lordship, even though you acknowledge you believe in him? Take some time to weigh your heart and 
your actions honestly and share your thoughts with God. On a side note, thank you for giving your time 



now and this summer to serve God through Camp Nathanael! We are encouraged to know that by God’s 
grace you are already accompanying your faith with action! 
Apply: Identify a takeaway. Whether your takeaway is big or small, ask God for strength and wisdom to 
see it through. Write it down.  
 
Day 6 
Pray: Ask God to use you in amazing ways at camp this summer 
Read: James 3:1-12 
Reflect: How have you been using your words lately? Do any of these sins catch your eye: gossiping, 
putting others down, bragging, manipulating, complaining, exaggerating, lying? Read Ephesians 4:29. 
How can you use your tongue like Eph. 4:29 describes at camp? 
Apply:  Tell God about the ways you’ve used your words lately. Ask his forgiveness for the times you 
have used your words for sin. Have any verses been particularly meaningful the past 5 days? Consider 
memorizing one verse. 
 
Day 7 
Pray: Pray that God would use your fellow non-coms and staff in awesome ways this summer. Spend 
some time praying for all of camp. 
Read: James 3:13-18 
Reflect: Think about a Christian that you admire; then compare what you admire about them with the 
description of “heavenly wisdom” in verse 17. Is there any overlap?  
Apply: Go through the list of descriptors of “heavenly wisdom” in verse 17. Spend time praying on each 
one asking that God would give you more of each. (After all what does God say about asking for 
wisdom?? (James 1:5)) 
 
Day 8, (9, 10…) 
Pray: Ask God to bring lasting impact to all the campers that come through camp this year 
Read: James 4:1-18 
Reflect: ? (Read closely, make observations, and ask questions about this passage to draw your own 
reflection and application points. Being able to study and draw meaning from the Bible is a skill you will 
be able to use for the rest of your life! Try it out now) 
Apply: ? 
 
Conclusion: 
Thanks for going through this devotional! I hope you learned something! There are 5 chapters in 
James so if you want to, feel free to continue the pattern of Day 8 and finish the book of James. 


